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MEDIA RELEASE                                                

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
CONTACT: Dr. Osman Kivrak  

 Director, Charles County Youth Orchestra with 

Encore Band, Encore Strings and Prelude Strings 

TEL: 301 375 7109 

Email:charlescountyyouthorchestra.org  

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Charles County Youth Orchestra, Osman Kivrak, Director 

with Encore Band, Takako Mato, Director; Encore Strings, Krisztina Der, Director;  

and Prelude Strings, Laura Ellison, Director 

 

Just released 

 

 

A Pandemic Performance with the Charles County Youth Orchestra 

 

Ludwig von Beethoven's ODE TO JOY from Symphony No. 9 

at the Charles County Youth Orchestra Facebook page 

A screen shot of the whole orchestra and selected photos of the quoted students can be accessed here: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1F7Z_M0dyFE13y2fRaj7e4AhA38OB6ehn 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

The wide-reaching effects of the COVID-19 pandemic did not prevent the members of the Charles County Youth 

Orchestra from preparing a brief, socially-distanced segment of their cancelled spring 2020 concert. 

 

As soon as their May 17th concert was cancelled, the orchestra began to hold weekly online meetings where the students 

were coached on their parts and performed solo pieces for each other to keep morale high.  These meetings have been 

popular among the students: according to CCYO violinist Blythe, "The virtual masterclasses...are absolutely amazing. Not 

only are they a way to connect during a time when connection is difficult, but we are able to hear our peers perform...and 

receive feedback." 

 

Each of the 50 performers learned, practiced, and video recorded their part of Ode to Joy, and sent their recordings to their 

directors. The directors also provided individual coachings to ensure that the recordings would be in time with each other. 

The process proved challenging, as playing an instrument is a difficult endeavor even when the orchestra is gathered 

together.  According to Evangeline, winner of CCYO's inaugural concerto competition earlier this year, playing her violin 

is "one of the hardest things a person can do...You are improving your memory, your sense of abstract reasoning, your 

muscle memory, your focus, your discipline and as you choose to better yourself and put time and effort into your music, 

you make yourself a better and more determined person.  Learning a musical instrument is more than a difficult task, it 

teaches you things that improve every area of your life."  Evangeline has been playing since the age of 3, and intends to 

keep playing her instrument far into the future. 
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Due to the popularity of this project among the students, more complex online orchestral performances will 

follow.  Music for an Independence Day concert in July is currently being prepared with a patriotic program that will 

include the Star Spangled Banner, music from the movie "The Avengers" and the American folk song Simple Gifts. 

 
Additionally, the talented CCYO students have been presenting virtual chamber music performances since late April, and 

this series will continue throughout the summer at the Charles County Youth Orchestra Facebook page.  CCYO violist 
Owen says that the virtual meetings and chamber music performance opportunities have "helped me and my brother learn 

more duets and play in front of an audience." 

 

Being able to play music together has been so important for the students during the pandemic.  For Blythe, music is a 

source of comfort: "Music constantly gets me through the day and is a source of inspiration and expression.  Music is how 

I relate to myself to the world and how I connect with others."  Violist Isabela loves being in the orchestra "because 

separately we hold abilities so great, that when put together makes something extraordinary."  For violinist Haley, music 

is a "life tool" which she uses to "think of the future, reflect on the past, and add color to my world when life gets dreary. I 

use it to motivate myself; I use it to be brought into a different era, a different place, a different perspective. Music gives 

me an advantage in life, and I don't see myself being nearly as happy without it."  Baritone horn player Isaiah says "music 

is one of the most important things...life would be so boring without the gift of music."  Cellist Autumn loves being in 

orchestra because of "the opportunity to make beautiful music with my peers who love music just as much as I do." 

 

The Charles County Youth Orchestra is one of the largest youth organizations in Southern Maryland providing music 

education and performance opportunities for talented young musicians in Charles County, Prince Georges County, St. 

Mary’s County and Calvert County. 

 

CCYO serves more than 100 students total each year and our organization consists of four ensembles: Prelude Strings, 

Encore Strings, Encore Band, and the CCYO. 

 
In addition to weekly rehearsals and the two main concerts, students perform for the Kris Kringle Marketplace event, the 

Arts Fest in La Plata, pre-concert performances at the Davies Concert Series in Camp Springs and beginning this year 

we have a new Concerto Competition. Our other educational activities include master classes, and sectional rehearsals. 

 

The Charles County Youth Orchestra is sponsored in part by grants from the Charles County Arts Alliance, the Maryland 

State Arts Council, the Rotary Club of La Plata, MD and the Knights of Columbus of Accokeek, MD. Other major 

contributors include Potters Violins, Gailes Violin Shop, Bullock's Piano Salon East and the Neighborhood Creative Arts 

Center of La Plata. 

 

 

 

Written by Lydia Kivrak 
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